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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
CEPGL : Communauté Economique de Pays de Grands Lacs

COMESA: Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa

CPCs:  Customs Procedures Codes

DBMS:  Database Management System

EAC:  East African Community

ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States

EU:  European Union

IMTS:  I Merchandise Trade S

NISR:  N I S Rwanda

RRA:  Rwanda Revenue Authority

SADC:  Southern African D Community

US$:  United States of America’s D
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1. Rwanda’s Formal External Trade in Goods

Figure 1: Value of Rwanda’s Formal External Trade in Goods, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department 
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Figure 2: Rwanda’s key export partners, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA / Customs Department

2.2.2 East African Community Partner States

quarter of 2024. 

valued at US$ 3.74 million.    

Figure 3: Exports to EAC Partner States, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department.
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3. Imports 
 3.1 Overview

compared to the fourth quarter of 2024 (US$ 1,629.39 million) (see Figure 1 above and appendix 6.1).  

3.2 Origin of the imports of Rwanda

total value of imports, and they are distributed as follows: China (US$ 338.53 million), Tanzania (US$ 151.30 
million), Kenya (US$ 135.35 million), India (US$ 115.65 million) and United Arab Emirates (US$ 81.09 million).

In terms of commodity groups, the top imported products were “Machinery and transport equipment” (US$ 

fuels, lubricants and related materials” (US$ 178.01 million).

A more extensive table showing the top twenty partner countries in terms of imports is provided in Appendix 
6.6a. 

Figure 4: Rwanda’s key imports partners, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department
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3.2.2 East African Community Partner States

In this quarter, imports from Tanzania represent 54.15 percent of total imports from EAC partner states while 
imports from Kenya were at 31.92 percent. 

In general, Rwanda’s imports from the EAC Partner States increased by 1.05 percent when compared to the 

Figure 5: Imports from EAC Partner States, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department

4. Re-exports

4.1 Overview

21.82 percent over the same quarter of 2024 (US$ 173.17 million).

they accounted for around 67.18 percent of total Rwanda’s re-export values.
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4.1.1 Trade Partners

rest of the world.

Figure 6: Rwanda’s key re-export partners, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department

4.1.2 East African Community Partner States

Figure 7: Re-Exports to EAC Partner States, 2022Q1-2025Q1

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs Department
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Appendix 6.1.a Summary of External Merchandise Trade, 2022Q1-2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)

Flow 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Imports of goods

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.1.b Summary of External Merchandise Trade, 2022Q1-2025Q1 (Shares)

Flow 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Imports of goods

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.2a. Exported goods, 2022Q1 – 2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4

5

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Custom
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Appendix 6.3b. Exported goods, shares in percentage 2022Q1-2025Q1

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4

5

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.3a. Imported goods, 2022Q1- 2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION ESTIMATES

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4

5

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.3b. Imported goods, shares in percentage 2022Q1-2025Q1

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4
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Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.4a. Re-exported goods, 2022Q1- 2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)  

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION

DESCRIPTION/ TOTAL ESTIMATES

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4

5

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.4b. Re-exported goods, shares in percentage 2022Q1- 2025Q1

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

SITC 
SECTION

DESCRIPTION/ TOTAL ESTIMATES

0

Beverages and tobacco

2

3

4

5

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs
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Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

United Arab Emirates

China

United States

Pakistan

Uganda

Ethiopia

Egypt

Singapore

Burundi

India

South Sudan

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

United Arab Emirates

China

United States

Pakistan

Uganda

Ethiopia

Egypt

Singapore

Burundi
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Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

India

South Sudan

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Appendix 6.6a. Top twenty imports by country of origin, 2022Q1-2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

China

India

United Arab Emirates

Uganda

Cameroon

United States

Japan

South Africa

Turkey

Egypt

Pakistan

France

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs 

Appendix 6.6b. Top twenty imports by country of origin, shares in percentage 2022Q1-2025Q1

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

China

India

United Arab Emirates

Uganda

Cameroon

United States

Japan
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Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

South Africa

Turkey

Egypt

Pakistan

France

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Custom

Appendix 6.7a. Top twenty re-exports partners, 2022Q1-2025Q1 (Value: US$ Million)

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Ethiopia

United Arab Emirates

Uganda

Burundi

Turkey

South Sudan

United States

France

Congo

China

Qatar

South Africa

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs
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Appendix 6.7b. Top twenty re-exports partners, shares in percentage 2022Q1-2025Q1

Year and Period 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Ethiopia

United Arab Emirates

Uganda

Burundi

Turkey

South Sudan

United States

France

Congo

China

Qatar

South Africa

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Flow 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

EAC Import

Import

COMESA

Import

Import

ECOWAS

Import



Formal External Trade in Goods © NISR

SADC

Import

EU

Import

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs

Flow 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

EAC Import

Import

COMESA

Import

Import

ECOWAS

Import

SADC

Import

EU

Import

Source: NISR with raw data from RRA/Customs
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2022Q1-2025Q1
Exports

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land

Share in %

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land

Imports

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land

Share in %

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land

Re-exports

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land

Share in %

Via 2022Q1 2022Q2 2022Q3 2022Q4 2023Q1 2023Q2 2023Q3 2023Q4 2024Q1 2024Q2 2024Q3 2024Q4 2025Q1

Air

Land


